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ARMENIAN FALSIFICATIONS OF CAUCASIAN CARPETS 


14 NOVEMBER// INTERNATIONAL DAY AGAINST ILLICIT TRAFFICKING IN CULTURAL PROPERTY 


A widespread illegal sale of stolen carpets have been carried out by Armenian carpet 
speculators via galleries that specialize on trade with stolen cultural property. Most often this 
is done by “Ayaan Gallery” and “Yoruk Rug”. “ACHDJIAN GALLERY”, “SERAFIAN'S ORIENTAL 
RUGS ”, “Tufenkian Carpets ” and others are also well known names involved in trade with 
stolen goods, manufacture and sale of fake carpets. 

Carpets with authentic inscriptions and dates in Arabic script are sold in these galleries 
as Armenian. Perhaps these galleries selling Oriental carpets know very well the difference 
between Armenian and Arabic inscriptions on carpets. At the same time, it is well known that 
the ethno-cultural identity of the traditional Caucasian carpet is determined not only by the 
inscriptions. Each carpet, in its artistic and technical potential, also contains its own true 
“genealogy”, which even without an inscription “shouts loudly” about its origin. 


P.s. No, we are not asking for help from UNESCO, it is as corrupt as these galleries. And 
we do not appeal to the decency of thieves, forgers and those who sell stolen carpets. We 
simply feel sorry for those who buy these carpets and their fake stories. 
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Home / SOLD / Antique Armenian Yeravan Runner 1915 


Antique Armenian Yeravan 
Runner 1915 









The carpet is beautifully kept with some minor wear and tear. It is a masterpiece 
of Armenian weavers from the begging of the past century 
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Kazakh Carpet of the early XX century. (1333/1915). On the carpet there is an inscription 
in Arabic script above: “Ya Huseyn’(Oh Hussayn), below: “Ya Yahya’ (Oh Yahya). The date is 
written according to the Muslim Calendar and standard European graphics. The carpet is sold 
by “Ayaan Gallery” as an Armenian carpet from Yerevan. 
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Antique Armenian Kazak 
Rug - 4’2 x 7’3 - 128 x 223 
cm 


$3,250.00 


Antique Caucasian Armenian Rug from Kazak district. 
Wool pile on wool foundation. 

Some restorations done as needed. 

Woven circa 1880. 


Dimensiaons — 4’2 x 7’3 / 128 x 223 cm. 
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SKU: M600 


CATEGORIES: ANTIQUE CAUCASIAN RUGS - KILIMS - BAGS, ANTIQUE 
RUGS KILIMS CARPETS, MEDIUM SIZE VINTAGE RUGS & CARPETS, 
VINTAGE RUGS & CARPETS 


TAGS: ANTIQUE, ARMENIAN, CAUCASIAN, KAZAK 
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Kazakh Carpet. “Yoruk Rug Gallery” sells it as Armenian "Kazakh" 


CO wwwebasay.com/itm/A-FANTASTIC-ANTIQU E-ARM ENIAN-PINWHEEL -KAZAK-INSCRIBED-DATED-SADDLE-BAG-RUG (2627471506957 _trk 


2069% wv 
Hi! Sign in or register | DaityDeals | Sell | Help & Contact My eBay a — A 
ebay caenory - Search... All Categones . Search Advanced 





< Back to previous page | Listed in category: Antiques > Rugs & Carpets 


A FANTASTIC ANTIQUE ARMENIAN PINWHEEL KAZAK 
INSCRIBED DATED SADDLE BAG RUG 
EO WD! Acs to waren ist 


@ 1 watched in last 24 hours 


Seller textilum (989 ®) 97.3% Positive feedback 
+ Follow this seller | See othertems | Visa store textilum 


Rem condition 


“UNIQUE, VERY SPECIAL COLLECTOR PIECE IN MUSEUM 





CONDITION” 
ence US $4,750.00 
9 watching @ Add to watch list 


® Add to collection 


Stolen Azerbaijani carpets are sold as Armenian also through ebay. Saddle Bag with 
"1920" written in the Latin alphabet in Azerbaijani is sold as an ancient Armenian Kazak 
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Kazakh Carpet, early XX century. The original inscriptions have been erased, a new 
inscription in Armenian has been woven instead 
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Muslim Prayer rug "Namazlyk", Kazakh, early XX century. The original inscription was 
erased, instead of it, anew Armenian inscription was woven in the border of the carpet 
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Muslim prayer rug "Namazlyk". Early 20th century. Carpet was radically restored and an 
inscription in Armenian was added. The color of the threads of the restored parts and the 
lettering differs from the old threads in its freshness and brightness 
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Published in Weavers, Merchants and Kings, the Inscribed Rugs of Armenia Catalogue 
Kimbell Art Museum 1984. 


The christian date and the multitude of crosses and small figures on this rug attribute to | 
Armenia origin. 
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The well-known fake "Goar" carpet. The Carpet belongs to the Karabakh group of 
"Dragon" carpets. The upper edge of the carpet have been updated. Added inscription in 
Armenian. The carpet has an obvious deformation of the bottom edges, traditionally called 
“kirs”. However, there is no “kirs” in the fake top of the carpet. If the forgers had retained the 
“kirs” of the upper edges, the fake lettering would be difficult to see and read. 

In the fake inscription of the heavily promoted “Gohar’” carpet, the falsifiers also did not 
take into account the fact that each era has its own styles of writing letters. The inscriptions 
of any era have numerous analogues of the writing of the same letters at that time. The style 
of writing letters in the text of the carpet “Gohar” appeared only in the 20th century and has 
no analogues in any written monument, document or subject of folk art of the 17th century. 

The population census of the Elizavetpol province (Karabakh, Shusha Uyezd), carried out 
by the Russian Empire only two centuries later, at the end of the 19th century (1897), revealed 
only 0.001% of literate Armenian women in the province (12). And that 0.001% of literate 
women tended to be members of wealthy aristocratic families. A simple carpet weaver 
"Gohar" could hardly have had a written literacy and could hardly weave this complex text on 
a carpet without a technical drawing. The text of the carpet says that. That a weaver has 
recently learned to weave: “I, Gohar, sinful and weak in spirit, have woven this carpet with 


my own recently learned hands...”. NO COMMENTS... I 
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Analysis of the Oriental carpet market allows us to state with confidence that the sale 
of stolen carpets is partly encouraged by European and American collectors and lovers of 
Oriental carpets. They are indifferent to the ethnic, cultural and national identity of the 
carpet. It is easier for them not to go into the details of which of the Caucasus Nation this or 
that carpet belongs to. General Caucasian attribution does not pose a problem with possible 
ethnic claims. But when it comes to tribal Oriental carpets, they are very interested in the 
ethnic origins of the carpets. There is a sanctimonious desire to stay away from the South 
Caucasian interethnic conflict and the "war" for the cultural heritage. 

It is possible, however, while purchasing carpets, not to participate in a conflict of 
interest. To do this, you just need to be principled about the true origin, age and authenticity 
of the carpet. And today there are fewer and fewer such principled buyers. 


REFERENCE LIST 


1. Zedgenidze J. Production of pile carpets and palas in the city of Shusha of the Elizavetpol 
Province. Collection of Materials of the Description of the Territory and Tribes of the 
Caucasus (CMOMNIK). Tiflis. 1891. Issue XI. 

Khelimsky G.Kh. About the handicraft industry of Transcaucasia. Moscow 1910. 

3. Caucasian Almanac/ KaBka3ckuii KaneHslapb. Tiflis 1912. 

Piralov A. S. A brief sketch of the handicrafts of the Caucasus. St. Petersburg 1913. 


Caucasian Carpets. Album of executive drawings for handicraftsmen. Vol. |. St PB. 1912 
Carpets Album. Zakgostorg. Tiflis 1928 

Isayaev M.D. “Carpet Production of the Transcaucasus’.Tiflis 1932 

Shurmann U. Kaukasishe Teppiche. Munhen 1961 


OO ND w 


Erdmann K. Kaukasishe Teppiche Ausstmuseum fur Kunnsthandwerk. Frankfurt 1962 

10. Kerimov L. Azerbaijan Carpet. Vol. Il, and Vol. Ill. Baku ‘Ganjlik’, 1983 

11. Abdullaeva N. Carpet Art of Azerbaijan. Baku. ‘Elm’ 1971. 

12. Nepean Bceobuyaa nepenucb HaceneHua PoccuicKon umnepun 1897 r./ nog peg. [vc 
npeanca.| H.A. ToouvHnuukoro. - [CaHktT-Netep6ypr] : v3qgaHue LleHTpanbHoro cTaTUCTMYMeCKOoro 
KOMUTeTa MUHUCTepctTBa BHYTPeHHMX Ben , 1899-1905. 

13. Telman Ibrahimov. Karabakh carpet Chelebi (Sunburst, Jelaberd). The origin of the carpet 
and the symbolism of its motives. 

https://www.academia.edu/43866785/Karabakh carpet Chelebi Sunburst Jelaberd The origi 


n_of the carpet and the symbolism_of its motives 


14. Telman Ibrahimov. The earliest Karabakh Carpet "Malybeyli" with the date 1813. 
httos://www.academia.edu/43589913/The earliest Karabakh Carpet Malybeyli with the da 


te 1813 

15. Telman Ibrahimov. CAUCASIAN DRAGON CARPET (about the history of the appearance of 
the motive "Dragon" in Caucasian carpets). 

https://www.academia.edu/38330257/CAUCASIAN DRAGON CARPET about the history of t 
he appearance of the motive Dragon in Caucasian carpets 

16. Telman Ibrahimov. HOW THE FALSE ARMENIAN CARPETS WERE CREATED ... Screenshot of 
the message from the social network Facebook page Restorer of carpets from the Dagestan 
Museum of Fine Arts named after. 

https://www.academia.edu/36551101/HOW THE FALSE ARMENIAN CARPETS WERE CREATE 


D Screenshot of the message from the social network Facebook page Restorer of carpe 


ts from the Dagestan Museum of Fine Arts named _ after 
17. Telman Ibrahimov. Karabakh Carpet with Fake Armenian Text !!!..docx 


httos://www.academia.edu/35557243/Karabakh Carpet with Fake Armenian Text docx 


